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this error, alleging with amusing audacity that this point is "obviously, equally applicable" to Russia, Germany, etc.
Obviously, we reply, Rosa Luxemburg decided to m^ke her article a collection of errors in logic suitable for schoolboy exercises. For Rosa Luxemburg's tirade is absolute nonsense and a mockery of the historically concrete presentation of the question.
Interpreting the Marxist program in a Marxist and not in a childish way, it is not ait all -difficult to surmise -that it refers to bourgeois-democratic national movements. If that is the case, and it undoubtedly is the case, it is "obvious" that this program "sweepingly," as a "platitude," etc., refers to all instances of bourgeois-democratic national movements, And had Rosa Luxemburg given the slightest thought to this, the conclusion would have been no less obvious to her, too, that our program refers only to cases where such a movement is actually in existence.
Had she pondered over these obvious considerations, Rosa Luxemburg would have easily perceived what nonsense she was uttering. In 'accusing us of uttering <a< "platitudle" she uses against us the argument that no mention is made of the right to self-determination in the programs of those countries where there are no boungeois^ctemocratic national movements! A remarkably clever argument!
A comparison of the political and economic development of various countries as well as of their Marxist programs is of enormous importance from the standpoint of Marxism, for there can be no doubt that all modern states are of a common capitalist nature and are subject to! a common law of development. But such a comparison must be drawn in a sensible way. The elementary condition required for this is the elucidation of the question of whether the historical periods of the development of the countries compared are at all comparable. For instance* only absolute ignoramuses (such as Prince E. Trubetskoy in the Russkaya My si) are capable of "comparing" tihe agrarian program: of the Russian Marxists